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HUSBAND AND WIFE SENTENCED FOR SMUGGLING HEROIN

LAREDO, TX – United States Attorney Don DeGabrielle announced today that United
States District Judge Micaela Alvarez sentenced Jose Adrian Hernandez, A/K/A Joe Adrian
Hernandez, from Austin, Texas, to life imprisonment for his role in a plot to smuggle heroin into
the United States last fall.  

On October 13, 2005, Hernandez and his wife, co-Defendant Maria Bazan, accompanied
by their two year-old daughter, entered the United States via the Lincoln-Juarez Bridge Port of
Entry in Laredo, Texas. Defendants and their daughter were passengers aboard an Americanos
commercial bus destined for the interior of the United States. While inspecting the passengers’
immigration status, Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers noticed an unnatural bulge in
Bazan’s clothing near her waistline.  CBP Officers conducted a pat down of Bazan and
discovered two bundles of heroin, weighing 1.24 kilograms, secured to her waist by a pocketed
girdle.  Bazan and Hernandez were arrested.

Subsequent to Hernandez’ arrest, the Government filed a Notice of Prior Conviction 
(Enhancement), pursuant to Title 21, United States Code, Sections 841 and 851, informing the
District Court that Hernandez had two prior felony drug convictions.  Specifically, in March
1990, and then again in August 1996, Hernandez was convicted of felony possession of a
controlled substance in Austin, Texas.  The first conviction involved possession of
methamphetamine, the second involved a quantity of heroin.  Hernandez also has two prior
felony convictions for assault causing bodily injury in March 1990 and February 1991, both
involved stabbings in the Austin area.

Hernandez and Bazan were convicted of possession with intent to distribute in excess of
one kilogram of heroin.  Because of his criminal history, Hernandez was sentenced to the
statutorily mandated minimum of imprisonment for life.  Bazan was ordered to serve 63 months
in custody of the Federal Bureau of Prisons.  There is no parole in the federal criminal justice
system.

This case was investigated by officers and agents of the Department of Homeland
Security, Bureaus of Customs and Border Protection and Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, and was prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Matthew Rinka.
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